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Briefs
I n s i d e  K H A

KHA Scheduled Holidays & Upcoming Events

Yo ur Asso c ia tio n’ s sta ff is a va ila b le  Mo nd a y thro ug h Frid a y fro m  

8:30 a m to  4:00 p m. The  KHA Bo a rd  o f Dire c to rs me e ting  will 

b e  he ld  a t 7p m in the  c o nfe re nc e  ro o m o f the  a sso c ia tio n 

o ffic e  lo c a te d  a t 2705 Killa rne y Wa y. Re side nts a re  invite d  a nd 

we lc o me .

We d & Thur, July 4 & 5, 2018 - Fourth of July, KHA Office Closed
Tue ., Jul. 10, 2018 - Bo a rd  o f Dire c to rs Me e ting

Tue ., Aug . 7, 2018 - Bo a rd  o f Dire c to rs Me e ting

Ap p ly fo r tre e  re mo va ls, e xte rio r a lte ra tio ns 

a nd  re p o rt p ro p e rty issue s

894-3085
De nny Ale xa nd e r,  

Co mplianc e  Co o rdinato r
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Community Highlights
4/ 28: KHA swim se a so n b e g a n

5/ 11: Be g a n mo wing  La ke  Killa rne y 

6/ 14: Fla g  Da y 

6/ 17: Fa the r’ s Da y

7/ 4: 12th Annua l Fo urth o f July Eve nt a t Sha nno n  

La ke s Pa rk ha s be e n c a nc e lle d  (se e  p g . 7)

7/ 13:  Co mmunity Asso c ia tio n Ma na g e r Me e t & 

Gre e t 4-6p m a t 2705 Killa rne y Wa y

7/ 21:  Sha mro c k So uth Pa rk Gra nd  Re -Op e ning  

Ce le b ra tio n 10a m - no o n

NOTE: A c o py o f the  2017 audit is ava ilab le  fo r re vie w 

at the office during regular business hours.

On the Cover:
Le o n Tre e s is d e d ic a te d  to  p ro te c ting  a nd  imp ro ving  o ur c o mmunity thro ug h c e le b ra ting , e d uc a ting , p la nting , a nd  

c o nse rving  the  Urb a n Fo re st tha t g ive s Ta lla ha sse e  a nd  Le o n Co unty o ur se nse  o f p la c e . A la rg e  p a rt o f wha t we  d o  is 

c o lle c ting  a nd  Pre se rve s tre e  d a ta . Whic h, c o nsists o f me a sure me nts, p ho to g ra p hs, o ra l histo rie s a nd  o the r a c c o mp a nying  

histo ric a l info rma tio n fo r the  inte re st, p le a sure  a nd  stud y fo r the  c o mmunity a t la rg e . All tre e  d a ta  tha t is c o lle c te d  a nd  

sub mitte d  to  Le o n Tre e s is d o ne  o n a  vo lunte e r b a sis. We  a re  d e p e nd e nt o n YOU, to  a d d  to  o ur d a ta b a se  a nd  le t us kno w 

which trees help define our communities sense of place.

We  re c e ntly me a sure d  25 tre e s lo c a te d  a t Sha nno n La ke s Pa rk. The  d o mina nt sp e c ie s a re  Live  Oa k a nd  Swe e t Gum a nd  

one significant and very large Pine Tree that is nearly 4 ft in diameter and likely the oldest tree in the park. The largest tree 
is a  live  o a k with a  sing le  trunk d ia me te r o f 54”  e stima te d  to  b e  c lo se  to  150 ye a rs o ld . Yo u c a n se e  a ll the  d a ta  b y visiting  

the  ma p p ing  p a g e s o f www.Le ontre e s.org . Please contact us if you know of a Historical or Significant species tree that 
sho uld  b e  o n o ur we b site .
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Association 
Manager
M e s s a g e

Always use Murphy’s Law  

to your advantage

We  sta rte d  mo wing  the  la ke s o nc e  it b e c a me  c le a r 
tha t the  tra d itio na l ra iny se a so n wa s no t g o ing  to  b e  
ma inta ine d  a s a  tra d itio n this ye a r. And  so  - ma ny tha nks 
to  o ur Irish b e ne fa c to r “Murphy” - who  the n a lmo st 
imme dia te ly b ro ug ht ra in to  the  la ke s in re spo nse . We  
c o ntinue  to  lo o k a t o ptio ns fo r susta ining  la ke  wa te r 
le ve ls in the  lo ng  run. But a ll we  ne e d  is a  c o up le  mo re  
g o o d  tro p ic a l sto rms, a nd  we  c a n a ll b re a the  a  sig h o f 
re lie f this summe r. 

Me a nwhile , de ve lo pme nt o f the  ne w g o lf c o urse  
c o mmunity c o ntinue s to  p lo d  thro ug h the  City o f 
Ta lla ha sse e ’ s De ve lo pme nt Re vie w Co mmitte e . 
Se ve ra l o f us a tte nde d  ha ve  b e e n a tte nd ing  re c e nt 
he a ring s o n the  ma tte r to  o ve rse e  the  d isc ussio n o n 
the  g o lf c o urse  sub d ivisio n. I’ ve  e xpre sse d  my c o nc e rn 
tha t the re  ha ve  b e e n so me  d iffe re nc e s b e twe e n the  
ma p  tha t wa s o rig ina lly a sso c ia te d  with o ur se ttle me nt 
a g re e me nt - a nd  the  ma p  tha t ha s b e e n de ve lo pe d  b y 
the  City. I’ ve  a lso  e xpre sse d  c o nc e rn o ve r the  c urre nt 
ro a d  c a pa c ity in the  a re a  a ro und  the  ne w sub d ivisio n. 
We  will c o ntinue  to  mo nito r pro g re ss to  e nsure  tha t the  
de ve lo pme nt pro c e e ds in a  lo g ic a l ma nne r. 

And  the  spe e d ing  pro b le m thro ug h Kille a rn Esta te s 
continues. New traffic patterns have emerged, 
b ring ing  the  a nno ya nc e  o f da ily c o mmute rs tha t a re  
c utting  b a c k a nd  fo rth b e twe e n Tho ma sville  ro a d  
a nd  Ce nte rville  ro a d . The  she e r vo lume  o f drive rs ha s 
increased significantly lately, and they are neither 
slug g ish no r po lite . 

This was one of the first issues brought to my attention 
whe n I a rrive d  o n the  sc e ne  la st ye a r. We  a lwa ys ha ve  a  
re pre se nta tive  fro m the  Ta lla ha sse e  Po lic e  De pa rtme nt 

a tte nd o ur mo nthly Bo a rd  me e ting s, a nd  e ve ry mo nth 
I me ntio n the  spe e ding  issue  to  the m a s b e ing  a  hig h 
prio rity. During  this la st b o a rd  me e ting , I pre se nte d  the m 
with a  p ile  o f re c e nt e ma ils we ’ ve  re c e ive d  re c e ntly. And  
the y ha ve  b e e n o ut in fo rc e  sna g g ing  spe e de rs sinc e  
the n, b ut the re  a re n’ t e no ug h po lic e  a va ila b le  to  ma ke  a  
re a l de nt. So  the  KHA b o a rd  b ro ug ht this to  the  a tte ntio n 
o f the  Ma yo r a nd the  City Co mmissio n in a  fo rma l le tte r. 
The  le tte r is a va ila b le  o n pa g e  5 o f this ne wsle tte r, a s we ll 
a s o n o ur we b site  (www.killearn.org ). We  a re  lo b b ying  
for traffic calming devices and perhaps even mid-block 
sto p  sig ns in so me  pla c e s, b ut the  pro c e ss to  ma ke  this 
ha ppe n is so me wha t da unting . 

Bo a rd  a nd  sta ff a lso  re c e ntly me t with a  sma ll c a dre  o f 
Ta lla ha sse e  princ ipa ls; Alle n R. Se c re a st - Ta lla ha sse e ’ s 
Traffic Mobility Manager, Ross Airom - Supervisor of 
Traffic Studies, and Michael Suleski - Lieutenant with 
the  Ta lla ha sse e  Po lic e  Spe c ia l Ope ra tio ns Bure a u. We  
d isc usse d  a  wide  ra ng e  o f o ptio ns tha t inc lude d  b o th 
sho rt-te rm a nd  lo ng -te rm stra te g ie s. We  a re  fo rg ing  
a  wo rking  re la tio nship  with this g ro up , a s we ll a s with 
Sergeant Robert Varble , TPD’s Traffic Unit Supervisor. All 
ha ve  e xpre sse d  b o th inte re st a nd  c o mmitme nt to  he lp  
us pursue  wha t re me d ie s ma y b e  a va ila b le . We  a re  
wo rking  to  fo rmula te  a  p la n with re a listic  a c tio n ite ms 
tha t will b e  imple me nte d  a s so o n a s po ssib le , a nd  we ’ ll 
ke e p  the  c o mmunity info rme d  via  the  Klo ve rle a f.

In the  me a ntime , o ne  thing  I sug g e st to  fo lks a ll the  time ; 

if yo u se e  so me o ne  spe e d ing , yo u mig ht pre te nd  to  

ta ke  a  p ic ture  o f the ir lic e nse  p la te  using  yo ur pho ne . 

I sa y “pre te nd” b e c a use  mo st pe o p le  a re n’ t a c tua lly 

fa st e no ug h to  re a lly g e t a  g o o d  sho t, b ut the  drive r 

do e sn’ t kno w this. I ha ve  pe rso na lly use d  this to  slo w 

pe o p le  do wn - it wo rks ha lf the  time  - a nd  I a ssume  it 

ma y c a use  b usy pe o p le  to  pa y mo re  a tte ntio n to  the ir 

spe e d . But me a nwhile , we  will c o ntinue  to  lo o k fo r wa ys 

to  re duc e  spe e d ing  in Kille a rn Esta te s. 

Kille a rn Esta te s is a  b e a utiful Co mmu-

nity with lo ve ly ho me s, he rita g e  o a ks, 

many trees and flowers in well-maintained yards 
thro ug ho ut o ur a re a .  It ma ke s us p ro ud  to  ha ve  o ur 

frie nd s a nd  re la tive s visit.  Ho we ve r, we  d o  ne e d  to  

b e  mind ful o f tra sh p ic k-up  d a y – a nd  no t p iling  d e b ris 

a t the  c urb  until a  d a y o r two  b e fo re  p ic k-up .  If b a g s 

a nd  c lip p ing s a re  sta c ke d  in the  stre e t a  d a y o r two  

a fte r the  C ity’ s sc he d ule d  p ic kup , it me a ns we  a ll must 

lo o k a t tra sh in the  stre e t fo r so me time s two  we e ks.  If 

we  a ll wo rk to g e the r, we  c a n ke e p  Kille a rn b e a utiful 

a nd  the  stre e ts ne a t a nd  c le a n until o ur sc he d ule d  

tra sh p ic k-up  d a y.  

- Da vid  Fe rg uso n

President's 
M e s s a g e

Conra d Me tc a lfe



KLOVERLEAF  | June  2018     5

Briefs
Traf fic Let ter to the Mayor

 

KILLEARN HOMES ASSOCIATION, INC. 
2705 KILLARNEY WAY, TALLAHASSEE, FL  32309 

(850) 893-3468 OFFICE   (850) 668-0530 FAX  KHA@KILLEARN.ORG 

 
May 15, 2018 

 

Mayor Andrew Gillum 

City Hall 

300 South Adams Street 

Tallahassee, FL  32301 

 

Dear Mayor Gillum: 

 
This letter is to officially advise you (and other recipients) of our major concerns regarding the increased traffic 

speeding in Killearn Estates.  This problem has existed in the past but it is now becoming excessive and 

dangerous to pedestrians, children awaiting school buses, as well as, those drivers disobeying the posted speed 

limits and passing on double yellow lines. 

 

Following are our locations of most concern along with possible remedies.  Our current locations of concern at 

this time are: 

1. The total of Shamrock Circle 

2. Killarney Way – especially the section from the traffic circle to the front entrance on Thomasville Road.  

This includes the increased 18-wheel truck traffic and the low visibility dip at our playground entrance 

3. The entire length of Shannon Lakes from Shamrock North to its terminus at McLaughlin. 

4. The Police Department probably has data on other Killearn Estates streets needing your attention. 

Possible remedies to control this speeding problem: 

1. Traffic calming devices (speed bumps). 

2. Additional traffic circles at strategic locations. 

3. Flashing caution traffic lights indicating speed, slow down, etc. 

4. Possibility of additional stop signs on these streets at various and strategic locations/intersections.   A 

four (4) way stop intersection is sometimes a very positive impact on traffic control. 

5. Additional traffic patrols on these locations by the Tallahassee Police Department. 

We bring these problems to your attention so that we can work together to address and resolve them.  Now 

that you have been alerted to these speeding situations we sincerely request the City assume responsibility and 

take the lead to work with Killearn and address these matters before someone is killed or severely injured in an 

accident caused by speeders. 

c o ntinue d o n ne xt pag e   >
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We do not wish to be difficult in this matter but we are a substantial part of your tax base and are urgently 

asking you to assist us in addressing these speeding issues for a satisfactory solution.  We know together we can 

identify and substantially correct these dangerous matters and possibly reduce any City liability resulting from 

accidents in the future.   

We will be more than pleased to meet with you and your staff at your convenience to discuss this matter.  

Please call us at the KHA office 893-3468 so that a satisfactory meeting time and place can be arranged.  

Thank you for your consideration of this immediate and dangerous situation. 

 
Yours truly, 

David S. Ferguson, President 

Killearn Homes Association, Inc. 

2705 Killarney Way 

Tallahassee, FL  32309 

 

Cc:         City Commissioners 

 City Manager 

 City Attorney 

 Chief of Police 

 County Commissioners 

 Leon County Sheriff 

 KHOA Board Members 
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Briefs
S h a m ro c k  S o u t h  Pa r k  Re o p e n i n g 

Discover how Alva advocates for teachers 

and students at ALVASTRIPLIN.COM 

ANCHOR  

FREE ESTIMATES  

CALL RICHARD RUNYAN

850.443.6110

OUTDOOR SERVICES LLC

VETERAN OWNED AND OPERATED  

LICENSED AND INSURED

• Full service lawn care 

• Pressure washing

Jim Maples Carpentry, Inc.
HANDYMAN SERVICES THAT WORK FOR YOU

Woodrot Repair • Painting • Light Moving 
Pressurewashing • Light Tree Removal • Debris Hauling

Plus Other Home Improvements

(850) 545-8418
Re g iste re d  a nd  Insure d

Choose only plants that can tolerate high tem
peratures and humidity. Now is the time to remove 

leggy growth on flowering perennials in order to 

Plant zinnias, daylilies, firebush, pentas, calibrachoa, 

, and Goldsturm rudbeckia in full sun. For shady 

morning sun and afternoon shade. Crape myrtles 

plant in full sun. Cape honeysuckle can be planted. 
Its bright orange flowers attract hummingbirds. Plant 

mill palm are also recommended for North Florida. 

lightly fertilized monthly with a 15-0-15 product, 
but don’t fertilize your grass. If it’s looking yellow, 

with fertilizer. Young trees and shrubs may be lightly 
fertilized now with a 15-0-15 product to encourage 

Fertilize amaryllis, lilies and other bulbs that have 
finished blooming, but don’t cut back their foliage 

pests. Consider grouping plants according to their 
water needs in order to make watering easier. New 

Chinch bug damage 

leon.ifas.ufl.edu
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Briefs
G r i l l i n g  S a f e t y
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Killearn Estates’  
Love Affair with Trees

As the  hurric a ne  se a so n c o me s up o n us, p a rt o f yo ur p re p a ra tio n ma y b e  to  c o nsid e r tre e s tha t c o uld  

b e c o me  thre a te ning  in a  sto rm.  This is no t a  ta sk to  b e  c o nsid e re d  lig htly.  Mo st o f o ur tre e s ha ve  a lre a d y 

we a the re d  ma ny ye a rs o f sto rms witho ut fa lling .  Unle ss the y a re  imp a ire d  in so me  wa y, it’ s a  sa fe  b e t 

tha t the y will survive  a ny sto rm tha t ha p p e ns o ur wa y.  Po te ntia l sig ns o f d e c line  in tre e  he a lth inc lud e  a  

thinning  c a no p y, c a vitie s in trunk, a nd  o b vio us sc a rs fro m p ine  b e e tle s. 

Eve n if yo u a re  c utting  d o wn just o ne  tre e , yo u will b e  re q uire d  to  sub mit a  Tre e  Re mo va l Re q ue st Fo rm 

to  the  Kille a rn Esta te s Arc hite c tura l Co ntro l Co mmitte e  (ACC).  The se  d a ys, if yo u wa nt to  c ut d o wn mo re  

tha n o ne  o r two  tre e s, the  ACC will a sk yo u to  think a b o ut a  p la n fo r re -p la nting  ne w tre e s.  Yo u ma y wa nt 

to  c o nsid e r p o sitio ning  the se  ne w tre e s so me  d ista nc e  a wa y fro m yo ur ho use  a nd  yo ur d rive wa y so  a s to  

minimize  a ny p o te ntia l fo r d a ma g e  a s the y g ro w. Yo u will p ro b a b ly wa nt to  c o nsult with a n a rb o rist, a nd  

b e  sure  to  a sk a b o ut the  rig ht tre e  fo r the  rig ht p la c e  whe n re p la nting .  Think o f future  size  o f tre e  b e fo re  

yo u p la nt ne a r yo ur ho me  o r ne ig hb o r.  Yo u a re  e nc o ura g e d  to  sub mit a  ma p  tha t ind ic a te s whe re  yo ur 

ne w tre e s will b e  p la nte d , a nd  it is sug g e ste d  tha t yo u o nly c o nsid e r na tive  tre e  sp e c ie s. 

Flo rid a  ha s two  d iffe re nt c lima te  zo ne s, a nd  Le a n Co unty fa lls into  zo ne  9.  Ac c o rd ing  to  Unive rsity o f 

Flo rid a , na tive  tre e s tha t a re  d e e me d  to  ha ve  the  hig he st wind  re sista nc e  inc lud e :

•	 Live  Oa k

•	 Sa nd  Live  Oa k

•	 Po nd  Cyp re ss

•	 Ba ld  Cyp re ss

•	 Flo we ring  Do g wo o d  

•	 Flo rid a  Hic ko ry 

•	 Butto nwo o d

•	 Da ho o n Ho lly

•	 Cra p e  Myrtle

•	 So uthe rn Ma g no lia

•	 Sa b a l Pa lme tto

•	 Po d o c a rp us

The  Live  Oa k tre e  is the  sup e rsta r tha t ha s c o me  to  c ha ra c te rize  the  b e a uty o f Ta lla ha sse e .  In fa c t, the re  

a re  400 sp e c ie s o f o a k tre e s a nd  shrub s in the  g e nus Que rc us (fro m the  La tin “ o a k tre e ” ).  This g e nus is 

na tive  to  the  no rthe rn he misp he re , a nd  inc lud e s b o th d e c id uo us a nd  e ve rg re e n sp e c ie s.  

Oa k tre e s c a n live  to  b e  200 ye a rs o ld .  The y ma ke  g re a t sha d e  tre e s a nd  ma ny o ffe r g re a t c o lo r in the  

fa ll.  Oa k tre e s ha ve  sp ira lly a rra ng e d  le a ve s, with a  “ lo b e d  ma rg in”  in ma ny sp e c ie s.  So me  ha ve  se rra te d  

le a ve s, a nd  o the rs o ffe r le a ve s with a  smo o th ma rg in.  In the  sp ring , the y litte r o ur d rive wa ys a nd  g utte rs 

with worm-like flowers.  The “fruit” of the Oak tree is the acorn, which can range in size from a marble to a 
g o lf b a ll, a nd  the y te nd  to  d ro p  b e twe e n la te  summe r a nd  mid -fa ll.  Mo st a ll the se  tre e s ha ve  ta nnins tha t 

c a n le a c h o ut to  c re a te  sta ins o n c o nc re te  d rive s a nd  wa lks.

Ab o ut 19 sp e c ie s o f o a k tre e s a re  c o mmo nly fo und  g ro wing  in Flo rid a .  In the  Ta lla ha sse e  a re a , the re  a re  

a b o ut ha lf tha t ma ny, with fo ur tha t a re  p re d o mina nt to  o ur ne ig hb o rho o d . 

•	 The  Live  Oa k (Que rc us virg inia na ) is a  lo ng -live d  tre e  tha t is b o th d e c a y a nd  p e st re sista nt.  It 

d isp la ys a  wid e  g ro wing  a nd  a rc hing  c a no p y (50’  to  70’  ta ll a nd  80’  to  100’  wid e ), a nd  is e xtre me ly 
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to le ra nt o f intrusio ns into  its ro o t zo ne s.  It a lso  ha s 

g o o d  sa lt to le ra nc e .  Ma ture  tre e s c a n ha ve  multip le  

trunks with b ra nc h a tta c hme nts tha t ma y e ve ntua lly 

ne e d  struc tura l c a b ling  syste ms insta lle d  to  sup p o rt 

c o unte rp o ising  we ig ht lo a d s.

•	 The  White  Oa k (Que rc us a lb a ) tre e  ha s a  typ ic a lly ta lle r 

g ro wth tha t c a n re a c h 80’  to  100’  with a  size a b le  c ro wn 

sp re a d .  It o ffe rs g o o d  fa ll c o lo rs (d e p e nd ing  to  so me  

e xte nt o n we a the r), b ut it c a n e xhib it d e c a y p ro b le ms 

a s it re a c he s ma turity.

•	 The  Wa te r Oa k (Que rc us nig ra ) a nd  La ure l Oa k (Que rc us he misp ha e ric a ) a re  ve ry c o mmo n in o ur 

fo re st a nd  urb a n la nd sc a p e s.  The y d o n’ t te nd  to  live  a s lo ng  (50 to  80 ye a rs) a s the  live  Oa k a nd  

a re  p ro ne  to  d e c a y p ro b le ms while  b e ing  e a sily d a ma g e d  b y intrusio n into  the  ro o t zo ne .

•	 Live  o a ks a re  g e ne ra lly ve ry wind -re sista nt, a nd  g re a t a t c o mpa rtme nta lizing  a ny sto rm da ma g e .  

Old  Wa te r Oa ks & La ure l Oa ks in the  ne ig hb o rho o d  sho uld  b e  re mo ve d  if the y a re  ho llo w o n inside . 

Kille a rn Esta te s is a lso  ho st to  se ve ra l d iffe re nt p ine  tre e s, se ve ra l o f whic h c a n 

wo rk we ll fo r ho me s with a mp le  p la nting  sp a c e .  The ir ro o ts run d e e p , so  the y 

a re  no t e a sily to p p le d  b y stro ng  wind s, b ut the ir wo o d  te nd s to  b e  p o ro us 

a nd  lig ht, so  it ma y b e  sub je c t to  b re a ka g e .  Pine s te nd  to  g ro w ra p id ly, a nd  

a ll p ro vid e  p le a sa nt, d a p p le d  sha d e . Fa lle n p ine  ne e d le s ma ke  g re a t mulc h.  

 

•	 The  Lo b lo lly Pine  (Pinus ta e d a ) is typ ic a lly the  la rg e st, a nd  c a n g ro w to  

150 fe e t ta ll. Onc e  e sta b lishe d , this tre e  is ve ry d ro ug ht to le ra nt. 

•	 The  Sla sh Pine  (Pinus e llio ttii) c a n g e t up  to  100 fe e t ta ll a nd  fo ur fe e t 

in d ia me te r. It g ro ws we ll in a  wid e  ra ng e  o f se tting s.

•	 The  Sa nd  Pine  (Pinus c la usa ) is a  sma lle r tre e , usua lly le ss tha n 25 fe e t 

in he ig ht. It g ro ws mo stly in the  sa nd y c o a sta l so ils o f the  p e ninsula .

Our na tive  tre e s a re  c ha lle ng e d  b y “ e xo tic s”  whic h a re  no t 

na tive  to  the  a re a .  Fo r e xa mp le , Chine se  Ta llo w tre e s g ro w 

in a b und a nc e  a ro und  o ur la ke s.  The y a re  na tive  to  China  - 

intro d uc e d  into  the  Unite d  Sta te s a s a n o rna me nta l in the  18th 

c e ntury. Be c a use  o f its a g g re ssive  g ro wth ra te , Chine se  Ta llo w 

tre e s ha rm the  e nviro nme nt b e c a use  the y ra p id ly d isp la c e  na tive  

ve g e ta tio n in Flo rid a  we tla nd s b y fo rming  d e nse  sta nd s. The y a lso  

inc re a se  nutrie nt lo a d ing  o f o ur la ke s thro ug h e xte nsive  le a ve s 

whic h d ro p  into  the  wa te r a nd  d e c a y q uic kly. This le a d s to  muc h 

hig he r c o nc e ntra tio ns o f p ho sp ho rus, p o ta ssium, nitra te s, zinc , 

ma ng a ne se  a nd  iro n in o ur la ke s.  Po sse ssio n o f Chine se  ta llo w 

tre e s with the  inte nt to  se ll, tra nsp o rt o r p la nt is ille g a l in Flo rid a .

The re  a re  g o o d  re a so ns to  c ho o se  o ur na tive  sp e c ie s o ve r e xo tic  sp e c ie s. Na tive  p la nts tre e s g e ne ra lly 

re q uire  le ss irrig a tio n a nd  fe rtiliza tio n.  The y te nd  to  b e  mo re  re sista nt to  p e sts a nd  d ise a se s in Flo rid a  

b e c a use  the y ha ve  e vo lve d  und e r c o nsta nt e xp o sure  to  the se  o rg a nisms.  

Re g a rd le ss o f the  typ e s o f tre e s yo u c ho o se , it’ s a lwa ys p rud e nt to  c o nsid e r the  time  o f ye a r in whic h a  

tre e  is to  b e  p la nte d . Co nta ine rize d  tre e s c a n b e  p la nte d  a ny time . Tre e s tha t a re  b a lle d -a nd -b urla p p e d  

a re  b e st p la nte d  in winte r a nd  sp ring . Ba re -ro o t tre e s sho uld  b e  p la nte d  o nly in the  sp ring . 

It is c o nsid e re d  a  p o o r p ra c tic e  to  p la nt la wn g ra ss o n to p  o f tre e  ro o ts.  Be st to  ke e p  g ra ss a wa y a  suita b le  

distance from trees if possible.  During Hurricanes Matthew and Irma, a significant number of uprooted 
tre e s we re  no te d  a s ha ving  g ra ss p la nte d  up  to  the  trunk.  Ne ve r a llo w mulc h to  to uc h the  trunk o f a ny 

tre e  o r shrub  d uring  p la nting .  
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Tre e s sho uld  b e  we ll irrig a te d  a fte r p la nting , with a  2- to  4-inc h 

b e d  o f o rg a nic  ma te ria l re sting  o n to p . Ge ne ra lly, sup p le me nta ry 

irrigation is required during the first year after planting. The 
fre q ue nc y o f irrig a tio n (we e kly, to  se ve ra l time s p e r we e k d uring  

the first month) will depend on temperature and the water-
ho ld ing  c a p a c ity o f the  so il. Irrig a tio n fre q ue nc y c a n b e  re d uc e d  

in suc c e ssive  mo nths. Ge ne ra lly, the  p ro d uc tio n o f ne w g ro wth is 

the  b e st ind ic a tio n tha t a  tre e  is b e c o ming  e sta b lishe d . 

The  C ity o f Ta lla ha sse e  ha s a n Ad o p t-a -Tre e  p ro g ra m, whe re  C ity 

re sid e nts ma y re q ue st up  to  two  tre e s to  b e  p la nte d  in the  fro nt 

ya rd  - within 100’  o f the  c e nte rline  o f the  ro a d wa y.  It must b e  

within the  C ity limits, a nd  the  ho me o wne r must a g re e  to  ke e p  e a c h tre e  wa te re d  fo r o ne  ye a r. Fo r mo re  

info rma tio n, se nd  a n e ma il to  Ad o p ta tre e @ ta lg o v.c o m. He re  a re  so me  g uid e line s:

•	 Yo u must b e  a  C ity re sid e nt to  p a rtic ip a te  in the  Ad o p t-a -Tre e  p ro g ra m.  Tre e  sp e c ie s a nd  q ua ntitie s 

a re  limite d ; no  mo re  tha n two  tre e s p e r a d d re ss.

•	 City personnel will visit each site prior to planting. They will provide marking flags and assist with 
tre e  se le c tio n a nd  lo c a tio n.

•	 The  City o f Ta lla ha sse e  re se rve s the  rig ht to  sub stitute  a no the r va rie ty o f tre e  if the  o ne  se le c te d  is 

no t suita b le  fo r the  se le c te d  site .

The  tre e s tha t a re  a va ila b le  fo r a d o p tio n inc lud e :

•	 Sp a rkle b e rry c a n re a c h he ig hts up  to  20 fe e t ta ll, a nd  

g ro ws we ll in full sun to  p a rtia l sha d e . This tre e  c a n ha ve  

a  sing le  o r multip le  trunks, a nd  na tura lly g ro ws in a  

twisting  ha b it tha t is visua lly a p p e a ling . The  b a rk o f the  

Sp a rkle b e rry tre e  is p a le  g ra y with a re a s tha t p e e l a wa y 

to  re ve a l a  c o p p e ry re d . Sp a rkle b e rry tre e s b e a r sma ll 

b la c k b e rry-like  fruit in the  summe r tha t is p o p ula r with 

so ng b ird s a nd  sq uirre ls. Re q ue sts fo r this und e rsto ry tre e  

ma y b e  limite d  to  tho se  re sid e nts with o ve rhe a d  utility 

conflicts.
•	 Swa mp  Che stnut Oa k c a n re a c h he ig hts o f 50 - 60 fe e t, with a  simila r wid th whe n g ro wn in the  

o p e n. The  g lo ssy g re e n le a ve s a re  q uite  la rg e , up  to  8 inc he s in le ng th, with wa vy se rra tio ns a lo ng  

the  le a f ma rg in. Fa ll c o lo r is g o o d  with fo lia g e  turning  a  d e e p  re d -b ro wn just b e fo re  le a f d ro p . 

Swa mp  Che stnut Oa ks a re  b e st kno wn fo r the  la rg e  a c o rns the y p ro d uc e  tha t a re  a  fa vo rite  with 

ma ny a nima ls.

•	 Iro nwo o d  c a n re a c h he ig hts up  to  30 fe e t, with a  simila r c a no p y wid th. The  sma ll le a ve s a re  

lig ht g re e n a nd  e llip tic a l in sha p e . Fa ll c o lo r is g o o d  with fo lia g e  turning  ye llo w-o ra ng e  b e fo re  

le a f d ro p . The  tre e  ha s inc o nsp ic uo us b lo o ms, fo llo we d  b y sma ll b ro wn fruit tha t is fa vo re d  b y 

so ng b ird s. The  b a rk o f the  Iro nwo o d  is smo o th a nd  g ra y whic h a c c e ntua te s the  musc ula r lo o king  

trunk a nd  b ra nc he s.

•	 Bla c kg um c a n re a c h he ig hts o f 60 fe e t, b ut the  c a no p y sp re a d  ra ng e s b e twe e n 20 fe e t to  30 

fe e t g iving  this sp e c ie s ha s a  p le a sing  symme tric a l p yra mid a l sha p e . The  me d ium g re e n le a ve s 

a re  d e c id uo us, turning  a  d e e p  p urp le  c o lo r in the  fa ll p rio r to  le a f d ro p . Pe o p le  o fte n c o nfuse  

the  b la c kg um fo r swe e tg um, a nd  b e lie ve  the y p ro d uc e  the  d re a d e d  sp iky ‘ g umb a lls’ . The re  is 

no  re la tio n b e twe e n the  two , a nd  the  fruit p ro d uc e d  b y b la c kg um is a  sma ll b la c k d rup e  tha t is 

p o p ula r with so ng b ird s.

Ye s, tre e s a re  a n imp o rta nt a sse t to  the  c o mmunity a nd  p e rfo rm ma ny va lua b le  se rvic e s - fro m sha d e  - to  

o xyg e n - to  c a rb o n se q ue stra tio n - a nd  la nd sc a p e  a me nity.  
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How to Prevent Damage to Your Tree’s Roots

By Ta ba tha  Fra zie r;  

Exe c utive  Dire c to r o f Le o n Tre e s and Le o n Co unty So il and Wate r Co nse rvatio n Supe rviso r

Whe n lo o king  a t tre e s we  o fte n d o n’ t think a b o ut the  und e rg ro und  struc ture  o f tre e s.  

But, p ro te c ting  yo ur tre e s ro o t zo ne  fro m d a ma g e  is just a s c ritic a l fo r the  tre e s he a lth, 

sa fe ty a nd  b e a utify a s p ro p e r p runing  a nd  ma inte na nc e  to  the  tre e s c a no p y. 

It’s difficult to appreciate because negative impacts from construction activities within 
a  tre e ’ s ro o t zo ne  a re  o fte n no t visib le  until 3 to  7 ye a rs a fte r c o nstruc tio n ha s e nd e d . 

But the re  a re  a  fe w simp le  thing s to  ke e p  in mind  tha t will ke e p  o ur tre e s he a lthy, sa fe  

a nd  b e a utiful. 

The  p a rt o f the  ro o t syste m in whic h c o nstruc tio n a c tivitie s sho uld  b e  a vo id e d  to ta lly is re fe rre d  to  a s the  C ritic a l 

Pro te c tio n Zo ne  (C PZ) o r the  “ d rip  zo ne ”  o f a  tre e . It is imp o rta nt to  no te  tha t o nly a b o ut ha lf o f the  ro o t syste m 

o f a  he a lthy, struc tura lly sta b le  tre e  is und e r the  tre e ’ s c a no p y in the  “ d rip  zo ne ”  a re a . The  mo st struc tura lly 

sta b le  tre e s ha ve  ro o ts tha t e xte nd  b e yo nd  the  d rip line  o fte n to  a  d ista nc e  e q ua l to  two  o r mo re  time s the  

he ig ht o f the  tre e .

But, just ho w c lo se  a n a c tivity c a n c o me  witho ut se rio usly thre a te ning  the  surviva l o f a  tre e  d e p e nd s o n the  

sp e c ie s, the  e xte nt o f d a ma g e , a nd  the  p la nt’ s he a lth. So me  he a lthy tre e s c a n survive  a fte r lo sing  50 p e rc e nt 

o f the ir ro o ts. Ho we ve r, o the r sp e c ie s a re  e xtre me ly se nsitive  to  ro o t c utting , e ve n o utsid e  the  d rip line .  So , if 

p o ssib le , try to  d isturb  no  mo re  tha n 25 p e rc e nt o f the  ro o ts within the  d rip line  fo r a ny tre e s - e ve n tho se  o f yo ur 

ne ig hb o rs - to  he lp  ke e p  Kille a rn g re e n, sha d y a nd  b e a utiful.  
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Home & Garden
N e x t  M o n t h’s  G a rd e n
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OptiOns fOr YOur HOme

More Americans choose Window World® than any other replacement window company.  Locally, we install over 9,000 

energy-e�cient windows each year, all at a guaranteed low price.  Not only do we provide �rst-class windows and sliding 

glass doors, but we are proud to o�er energy-e�cient products with the mission of exceptional customer care and the 

attention to detail you’ve come to expect from Window World.  Come join our family of satis�ed customers!

StylishStylish

NAT-XXXXX

Window WorldWindOW WOrld

Seal applies to windows only

(850) 562-8800
1413 Maclay Commerce Dr, Tallahassee, FL

www.TallahasseeWindows.com

Visit Our Beautiful Showroom!
This Window World®  is locally owned and operated.

**Subject to credit approval. See store for details.

• FREE In-Home Estimate

•  ENERGY STAR® Certi�ed 
Products

•  Made in the USA

•  Industry’s Strongest Lifetime 
Limited Warranty*

•0% Financing Available**

“Not only do we stand behind our
windows, we stand on them!”
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Business
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Business

ACC Committe e :  John Pa ul Ba ile y, Sa m Be ll, Ke lle y Phillips

ALL EXTERIOR ADDITIONS OR ALTERATIONS, INCLUDING TREE REMOVAL,  

MUST BE APPROVED IN WRITING BY THE ACC PRIOR TO COMMENCEMENT OF WORK.
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Swim Club Now Open 
Join now and pay a rate of $425 non-residents,  

$400 for Killearn Estates residents for the rest of summer.

The  Swim Club  is no w o p e n a nd  will re ma in o p e n until Se p te mb e r 30th.  

The re  a re  limite d  me mb e rship s a va ila b le  this ye a r. Ple a se  c o mp le te  the  fo rm a nd  ma il o r d ro p  yo ur p a yme nt 

at our office located at 2705 Killarney Way. Note : No  life g uards this ye ar, we  will distrib ute  ke ys to  a ll me mb e rs.  

Po o l ho urs are  11am to  9pm.

Na me :_________________________________________   Ema il: ____________________________________________________

Ad d re ss: ____________________________________________________  Ho me  Pho ne :_______________________________   

Da ytime  Pho ne / C e ll:____________________________________  Emp lo ye r: _______________________________________

Na me s a nd a g e s o f Childre n:

_____________________________________   Ag e :_______         _____________________________________   Ag e :_______

_____________________________________   Ag e :_______         _____________________________________   Ag e :_______

I/ we  und e rsta nd  tha t o ur me mb e rship  is se a so na l fo r swimming .  The  me mb e rship  fe e s a re  d ue  a nd  p a ya b le  re g a rd le ss o f we a the r 

c o nd itio ns o r p o o l usa g e .  I/ we  a g re e  to  a b id e  b y a ll o f the  rule s a nd  re g ula tio ns o f the  Kille a rn Swim Club  a nd  furthe r a g re e  to  no t ho ld  the  

Kille a rn Swim Club  e mp lo ye e s, re p re se nta tive s, me mb e rship  o r b o a rd  me mb e rs re sp o nsib le  fo r a c c id e nta l injury.

Business

850-891-5112 or Talgov.com
On Facebook at GetGasTally

Find out more about gas rebates, energy efficiency 

programs and how to save on energy costs.

Take a Clos� L�k at... Natural Gas

Rebates
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Killarney Way Swimming Pool Lessons
Ple a se  g o to  a la nc oxa qua tic s.c om for re g istra tion!!!

           

Ala n Cox Aqua tic s, Ame ric a n Re d Cross Le ssons

All c la sse s a re  8 da y se ssions running  Monda y – Thursda y for 2 we e ks.  Ma ke  up da ys for se ve re  
we a the r will be  on Frida ys a nd will be  de te rmine d by the  sta ff a t the  sta rt of le ssons.

Cost: $100.00 pe r stude nt            (Ple a se  re g istre r online  a t a la nc oxa qua tic s.c om)

Da te s a nd Time s

Se ssio n I Ma y 14 – Ma y 25 7:00p m - 7:40p m Ag e s 3 a nd  Up

Se ssio n II June  4 – June  14 9:00a m - 9:40a m Ag e s 3 a nd  Up

10:00a m - 10:40a m Ag e s 3 a nd  Up

6:00p m - 6:35p m Ag e s 3 a nd  Up

6:35p m - 7:10p m Ag e s 3 a nd  Up

Se ssio n III June  18 – June  28 8:00a m - 8:40a m Wa te r Ba bie s

9:00a m - 9:40a m Ag e s 3 a nd  Up

10:00a m - 10:40a m Ag e s 3 a nd  Up

6:00p m - 6:35p m Ag e s 3 a nd  Up

6:35p m - 7:10p m Ag e s 3 a nd  Up

Se ssio n IV July 9 – July 19 8:00a m - 8:40a m Wa te r Ba bie s

9:00a m - 9:40a m Ag e s 3 a nd  Up

10:00a m - 10:40a m Ag e s 3 a nd  Up

6:00p m - 6:35p m Ag e s 3 a nd  Up

6:35p m - 7:10p m Ag e s 3 a nd  Up

Se ssio n V July 23 – Aug  2 8:00a m - 8:40a m Wa te r Ba bie s

9:00a m - 9:40a m Ag e s 3 a nd  Up

10:00a m - 10:40a m Ag e s 3 a nd  Up

6:00p m - 6:35p m Ag e s 3 a nd  Up

6:35p m - 7:10p m Wa te r Ba bie s

Se ssio n VI Aug  6 – Aug  16 6:00p m - 6:35p m Ag e s 3 a nd  Up

6:35p m - 7:10p m Ag e s 3 a nd  Up

Importa nt: Re g istra tion, informa tion, a nd pa yme nt c a n be  found a t a la nc oxa qua tic s.c om.   

You c a n a lso  re c e ive  le ssons informa tion by c a lling  558- 0615.
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